
The Coös Coalition for Young Children and Families works to promote optimal
cognitive, physical, social and emotional development for children birth - 8 in

the Coös region.

Kick-Off to Summer: June 2026
 

Dear Coös County Partners,
Families, and Friends,

As we kick off summer, we are
grateful for the continued work
and dedication of our partners
across the North Country this
past school year. This season
offers a chance to pause,
celebrate progress, and look
ahead to the next phase of
supporting young children and
families.

Across the Coalition, partners are
strengthening early childhood
developmental screening,
expanding non-clinical behavioral
health supports, creating peer-to-
peer gathering opportunities,

As funding landscapes continue
to change, the Coalition is also
exploring new fundraising and
donor engagement opportunities
for the first time, alongside our
ongoing grant efforts to ensure
long-term sustainability.

The Coalition's strength comes
from its partnerships. Thank you
to every partner, steering
committee member, leadership
team member, family and
caregiver, funder and those
individuals who have donated to
our campaigns- each of you is
helping shape this work. The
progress we celebrate belongs to
all of you.

I hope you find time this summer
to rest, recharge, and enjoy the
people and activities that bring
you the most joy.
With deep appreciation,
Kelly



hosting shared resource events,
and exploring co-located
services. Conversations about
expanding wraparound supports
continue across childcare
programs and public schools,
while we work together to better
connect families with the
resources they need.

Community Highlights & What’s Ahead

 

Sharing the ASQ Story with Watch Me Grow

Presenters: Alyssalee Antonucci, ACHS CCHW, Mariah Middleton, GCLC Assistant Director, Shelli



Roberts, CCYCF Operations Coordinator, Kelly Dussault, CCYCF Executive Director

On April 22, the Coös Coalition shared our developmental screening work
during the Watch Me Grow Annual 2026 Stakeholders Meeting. The
presentation highlighted how our region has moved from widespread use of
paper ASQ kits toward a more coordinated, shared ASQ Online system.

This work began with a clear need from providers: a more efficient way to
complete screenings, improve tracking, engage families, and use data to better
understand children's and families' needs.

Through shared infrastructure, training, and partner support, the Coalition is
helping build a more connected developmental screening system that supports
early identification, clearer referral pathways, and stronger family engagement.

What We Shared
📄 From Paper to Online: How partners moved from paper-based screening
toward a shared ASQ Enterprise system.

🤝 Shared Tools Across Partners: How child care, Head Start, and regional
partners are using common tools and processes.

📊 Better Tracking & Follow-Up: How the system supports stronger tracking,
follow-up, referrals, and coordination.

🌱 Connected to Statewide Efforts: How this work connects with broader
Watch Me Grow efforts across New Hampshire.

🔎 What We’re Learning: What we are learning about onboarding, training,
data consistency, and family access.

See Our Impact



From Ideas to Action: Behavioral Health Tactical
Team Progress

The Behavioral Health Tactical Team continues to advance community-driven,
non-clinical supports that families can access in the places they already go-
schools, Family Resource Centers, recreation programs and parks, libraries,
clinics, child care programs, and community spaces.

Building from partner input and regional needs, the work is organized around
practical supports that reduce isolation and build community, make resources
easier to find, and help families receive warm hand-offs before needs escalate.

Current Progress

Workgroup structure has been developed around the four priority areas.
Partners are identifying where they can contribute time, expertise, space,
or resources.
Early planning is focused on small, practical steps that can be tested,
refined, and expanded.
Progress updates will continue to be shared through the Coalition
newsletter and website.

Workgroup Structure  

1. Peer Groups
Creating welcoming circles where
caregivers can connect, learn
together, and feel less alone.

2. Co-Located Resources
Bringing navigators, community
health workers, providers, and
general resources into familiar
community settings.

3. Shared Resources
Developing one easy-to-use
place to find help, with printable
tools, QR codes, and updated
information.

4. Individualized Wrap-Around
Support
Strengthening coordinated,
relationship-based support for
families and children with more
complex needs in community
spaces.

 

 

 

 



Building the Funding Runway for Coalition Priorities

As the Coalition’s work grows, so does the need for a coordinated approach to
funding development. This year, the Coalition is strengthening its approach to
planning, tracking, and aligning funding opportunities across priority areas.

The goal is not simply to apply for more grants. The goal is to build a clearer,
more sustainable funding strategy that connects resources to the work families
and partners have identified as most important.

What the Funding Development Plan Supports

🎯 Aligning Funding with Priorities: Connecting funding opportunities to the
Coalition’s core priorities and community-identified needs.

📅 Tracking Grant Opportunities: Keeping current and future grant
opportunities organized so the Coalition can plan ahead.

🤝 Building Funder & Partner Relationships: Strengthening connections
with funders, community partners, and organizations that share our goals.

💬 Supporting Shared Funding Conversations: Creating space for partner
organizations to coordinate, communicate, and explore aligned funding
strategies.

🌱 Strengthening Long-Term Sustainability: Supporting continued growth
for ASQ, behavioral health, Raising Strong Families, family leadership, and
Early Childhood Connections.

📊 Keeping Decisions Grounded in Community Voice & Data: Making sure
funding decisions stay connected to family voice, local data, and long-term
impact.

Early Childhood Connections & Behavioral Health
Summit Planning Underway

Planning is underway for both the 2026–2027 Early Childhood Connections
Summits and the Behavioral Health Summit. Based on participant feedback,
ECC will host two shared summit opportunities next year: one in the fall and
one in the spring. The Behavioral Health Summit will be held on October 16th,
2026, with more information to come. The Summit Planning Workgroup will
meet on June 17th to shape the themes, format, and activities for both of these
important events.

If you are interested in serving on the Summit Planning Committee, email
sroberts@investincooskids.org.

If you are interested in serving on the Behavioral Health Summit Planning
Committee, email kellydussault@investincooskids.org.



With Appreciation

The Coös Coalition Leadership Team extends our heartfelt appreciation to
Allison Noel, Ed.D., Principal of Stratford Public School, for her service on the
Coalition’s Leadership Team.

Allison has accepted a new position and will be leaving the North Country and
the Coalition Leadership Team. While we will miss her voice, insight, and
steady commitment, we are excited for her as she begins this next chapter.
During her time on the Leadership Team, Allison participated in events that
brought together families, educators, community leaders, and support systems.
She shared that these experiences helped her witness the Coalition’s power to
foster healing, connection, and meaningful change.

We are grateful for the perspective Allison brought as a school leader, her
commitment to children and families, and her support of the Coalition’s work
across the region.

Thank you, Allison, for all you have given to Stratford Public School, the
Coalition, and the broader North Country community. We wish you all the best
in your new role.

 

Visit Our Website



Support Our Work...
Every Dollar Matters

When making a contribution towards the Coös Coalition for Young Children and Families, please
note that our PayPal link is that of our Fiscal Sponsor, North Country Education Services. All
donations made to this link above will go directly towards supporting of the Coös Coalition's
System's Plan. Thank you for your consideration.

Stories that Move People to Action
Real experiences help our region see the need, what helped, and what to do
next. If you’re a parent, caregiver, youth, educator, healthcare professional, or
community partner—we want to hear from you.

What to Share

💬 A moment when things felt hard—
and what changed it

✨ A small win that gave you hope

🧭 A story about navigation help or a
warm hand-off

🎒 A bright spot from pre-K → K
transitions or a classroom/child care
routine that worked

🤝 A time peer support or a caregiver
circle helped you feel less alone

How to Share

📝 Online form: write a few sentences
or a short paragraph

🎙️ Voice memo or Video: record 1–2
minutes on your phone and upload

🖼️ Photo + caption: one image and
2–3 lines about what it shows

Quick Prompts

👤 Who is the person/family? (first
name or anonymous)

⚡ The hard part: what happened at
the low point?

🌤️ Hope returns: what helped—big or
small?

🧰 How support showed up: what did
our community do?

🌊 The ripple: how could this help
more families in Coös?

Where Stories Go

🌐 Website: selected stories on our
“Share Your Story” page

📰 Newsletter: short, approved
features so the whole network learns

🧭 Convenings & trainings: stories
guide next steps (with permission)

Share Your Story

 



Hear Our Stories

 

Stay Connected

Want to learn more, get involved, or share a story from your work with children and
families?

 📧 Email us: kellydussault@investincooskids.org or sroberts@investincooskids.org
🌐 Visit our website: www.investincooskids.org
📘 Connect on Facebook: www.facebook.com/investincooskids

Subscribe for more!
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